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CORRESPONDENCE 

OF    THE 

W.  BROOKFIELD  ANTLSLAVERY  SOCIETY, 


AND 


Rev.  MOSES  CHASE. 

On  Thanksgiving  morning,  Rev.  Mr.  Chase,  of  his 
t>vvn  voluntary  accord,  signified  to  the  President  of  the 
Anti-Slavery  Society  his  desire  to  liave  an  interview 
with  the  officers  of  the  Society,  in  order  to  see  if  some 
understanding  could  be  entered  into,  respecting  giving 
notices  on  the  Sabbath — out  of  which  circumstance 
grew  the  following  correspondence. 


jYov.  26,  1842. 
Rev.  Moses  Chase, 

Sir: — I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  ihe  West  Brookfield  Anti-Slavery  Society,  to  inform 
you  that  they  will  hold  a  session  at  my  Counting  Room, 
this  evening,  at  7  o'clock — and  that  they  will  be  happy 
to  meet  you  there,  to  take  into  consideration  your  sug- 
gestion respecting  giving  notices  on  the  Sabbath — or  at 
any  other  place  more  agreeable  to  yourself,  of  which  you 
shall  give  notice  to  them,  through  me,  by  the  bearer  ;  or 
through  any  other  channel  before  the  hour  of  meeting. 

JOHN  M.  FISK,  -Sec'y. 


Robin  so, 

.   cai. 


2     . 

Col.  John  M.  Fisk, 

Sir. — I  will  cheerfully  give  Anti-Slavery  notices, 
provided  your  Society  will  give  a  public  pledge  and  abide 
by  it  that  your  Society  believe  in  the  divine  appointment 
of  the  Sab.  the  ministry  and  the  Chh  organization  as 
held  by  this  Chh  and  the  general  *Ass'n  of  this  state  : 
and  that  you  disclaim  all  fellowship  with  and  patronage 
of,  all  individuals,  societies  and  publications  adverse  or 
prejudicial  to  these  sacred  institutions  as  generally  re- 
ceived by  evangelical  believers  ; — that  you  disapprove 
of  and  will  not  repeat  the  interrujjlions  and  insults  to 
which  1  have  been  subject  in  the  house  of  God,  and 
allow  me  the  liberty  of  discharging  a  free  consjcience  in 
my  personal  and  official  duties  without  being  reproached 
or  condemned. 

I  will  be  happy  to  attend  your  Anti  Slavery  Concerts 
of  prayer  on  the  last  Sabbath  in  each  month,  as  they 
were  formerly  conducted,  i.  e.  the  exercises  shall  be 
purely  religious,  consisting  of  prayer,  singing  and  exhoi'ta- 
lion,  with  free  remarks  touching  the  moral  and  religious 
evils  of  slavery  mainly,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pastor. 

Yours  for  the  Slave, 

M.  CHASE. 

West  Brookfield,  Js^ov.  26,  1842. 


JVov.  26,  1842. 
Rev.  Moses  Chase, 

Sir. — I  wrote  you  a  note  this  day  in  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  t>lie  West  Brookfield  Anti- 
Slavery  Society.  I  have  also  this  day  received  a  letter 
from  you.  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  whether  you  intended 
your  letter  to  me  as  a  reply  to  the  invitation  given  you 
by  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  have  an  interview  witli 
them.  JOHN  M.  FISK. 


"^  To  ili9  above  note,  a  verbal  reply  was  received  from 
^  Mr.  Chase,  that  he  did  intend  his  letter  as  a  reply  to  the 
I-,    invitation  sent  him  to  meet  the  Board  of  Managers  this 


evenmg. 


Mv.  28,  1842. 

Rev.  Moses  Chase, 

Sir. — The  Board  of  INIanagers  of  the  W.  Brook- 
field  Anti-Slavery  Society  being  informed  that  your 
letter  of  the  26th  instant,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society 
was  intended  for  a  response  to  the  invitation  given  you 
through  hin),  to  have  an  interview  with  us  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  giving  notices  on  the  Sabbath,  will  not  attempt  to 
imitate  your  ingenuity  in  so  studiously  and  successfully 
avoiding  to  notice  the  contents  of  his  note  to  you,  but 
will  endeavor  so  directly  and  distinctly  to  take  issue  upon 
the  subject  matter  of  your  letter  as  to  leave  it  in  no  mea- 
sure doubtful  whether  we  meant  it  as  a  reply  to  yours, 
or  not, — and  thereby  relieve  you  from  the  necessity  of 
applying  for  information  on  that  point.  Had  we  been 
favored  with  a  consultation  upon  the  subject,  we,  too, 
might  have  thrown  in  proposals  how  we  would  have  re- 
lieved you  from  giving  Anti-Slavery  notices,  and  some 
others  ;  but  as  it  is,  the  credit  for  gratuitously  offering  to 
do  all  the  work  in  that  line,  must  be  bestowed  upon 
your  generosity.  It  may  be,  that  the  terms  which  you 
propose  are  very  liberal  ;  but  it  seems  unnecessary  to 
consider  that  point,  until  we  have  ascertained  whether 
we,  as  officers  of  the  Society  are  competent  to  conclude 
such  a  contract  as  you  propose,  or  whether  the  Society 
can  delegate  or  authorize  any  of  their  number  to  do  it. 

You  are  aware  probably,  that  a  genuine  Jlnli-'^hvery 
Society  is  somewhat  peculiar  in  its  construction  as  well 


as  in  its  movements,  and  necessarily  must  be  so  ;  for  it 
has  a  peculiar  work  to  do,  and  peculiar  obstacles  to 
encounter,  and  peculiar  enemies  to  help  it,  and  peculiar 
friends  to  fight  against  it,  and  a  peculiar  institution  to 
overcome,  and  peculiar  implements  to  work  with.  But 
the  attributes  of  our  Association  are,  many  of  them,  may 
be,  all  of  them,  connected  with  various  other  Asso- 
ciations ;  although  not  combined  in  any  other  one.  The 
main  characteristic  of  our  operations,  is  a  fundamental 
principle  with  most  other  Associations  and  Societies,  viz. 
to  concentrate  our  action  upon  a  definite  sin — a  par- 
ticular point,  without  interfering  with  other  matters  and 
things,  more  than  is  unavoidably  incidental  to  the  prose- 
cution of  our  enterprize. 

As  for  example,  the  political  parties,  exemplify  this  prin- 
ciple to  a  certain  degree.  They  are  associated  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  power  sufficient  to  monopolize  the 
offices  and  the  patronage  of  government,  that  by  their 
better  judgment,  and  qualifications  for  office  they  may 
respectively  bring  into  operation  a  better  system  of 
economy,  and  advance  the  interest  of  all  classes,  espe- 
cially the  poor,  who  are  the'  ipost  numerous. — The 
Whigs  require  of  their  members  no  other  qualifications 
than  a  confession  that  whigism  contains  the  true  principle, 
and  their  adhesion  to  party  movements.  "  They  require 
no  particular  dimensions  to  make  a  whig,  they  have  no 
established  religion,  no  code  of  morals,  lay  no  restraints 
upon  their  predisposition  to  chant  the  virtues  of  Hard 
Cider  or  Cold  Water,  as  they  may  choose.  So  with 
the  Democracy — They  only  require  of  their  members  a 
renunciation  of  all  other  political  creeds,  and  to  give  their 
faithful  adherence  to  what  the  party  baptize  as  democ- 
racy.       The    Liberty    party,    too,    alias,   new    organi- 


zation  ;  their  object  is  just  as  definite,  though  more  com- 
plicated ;  it  being  to  trample  in  the  dust  the  other  poli- 
tical parties,  to  gather  all  the  non-resistance,  woman's 
rights  principles,  and  Garrisonism  into  bundles,  and  bind 
them,  in  the  mean  time  taking  especial  care  not  to  pull 
up  any  of  the  wheat. 

Yet  the  feature  of  our  organization,  which  we  wish  to 
expatiate  upon,  may  be  better  illustrated  perhaps  by  ref- 
ference  to  an  Engine  Company,  whose  appropriate  busi- 
ness it  is,  to  put  out  fires,  by  the  application  of  water  ;  so 
the  business  of  our  Society  is  to  extinguish  Slavery  by 
preaching  the  truth  ;  and  if  in  preaching  this  truth  it  should 
be  the  occasion  of  extinguishing  or  destroying  something 
else,  other  than  what  is  technically  called  Slavery,  it 
would  be  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  would  be 
as  appropriate  to  our  calling,  as  it  would  be  for  a  Fire 
company  to  resolve  itself  into  a  hook  and  ladder  com- 
pany, in  order  to  lake  down  a  building,  to  stop  the  flames 
from  spreading,  or  if  need  be,  blow  the  building  up. 
Thus  far,  our  Society  resembles  an  engine  company, 
whose  appropriate  business  is  to  throw  water  on  to  the 
flames,  but  occasionally  beats  a  hole  through  the  side  of 
the  house  or  cuts  one  through  the  roof,  if  necessity  re- 
quires it,  or  even  demolishes  an  unscorched  edifice,  to 
allay  the  flames.  But  of  such  a  company  we  trow,  it 
would  not  be  expected  that  they  would  leave  their  work 
to  prop  up  old  and  tottering  buildings  which  the  thunder 
of  its  own  engine  had  shaken  with  her  volleys  of  the 
liquid  element. 

Thus,  you  see,  we  have  a  definite  idea  to  pursue,  and 
our  operations  are  not  spread  out  over  the  surface  of  po- 
litical, social,  moral  and  religious  affairs,  any  farther  than 
slavery  has  infused  itself  into  each  and  all  of  them. 

I* 
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Now  for  the  qualifications  of  members.  You  cannot 
expect  that  in  organizing  a  band  to  browbeat  slavery, 
that  it  would  be  wise  and  expedient  that  a  certain  political 
creed  be  insisted  upon,  any  further  than  that  creed  will 
operate  against  slavery. — Whether  you  will  have  a  bank  or 
sub-treasury,  is  immaterial  to  anti-slavery  action  ; — like- 
wise also  whether  you  will  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  States,  or  have  them  go  into  the 
National  Treasury ; — so,  you  see,  a  whig  may  be  anti- 
slavery,  and  quite  as  appropriately  a  democrat  may  be 
one  too.  And  then  for  the  social  qualifications. — It  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  a  person  should  move  in  a  par- 
ticular sphere  of  life — for  liberty  is  as  dear  to  the  low  as  to 
the  high,  and  slavery  quite  as  repugnant  to  the  high  as  to 
the  low — and  well  may  all  classes  make  common  cause  in 
this  matter. — Next  comes  the  morality  question  ; — You,  are 
no  perfectionist,  is  well  understood, — then  of  course  among 
saints  themselves  there  are  a  variety  of  degrees  of  mo- 
rality ;  it  would  be  invidious  to  designate  on  that  point  ; — 
and  then,  shall  we  not  let  sinners  have  any  share  in  a 
good  cause,  and  try  to  do  their  country  and  themselves  a 
favor.  And  now  for  their  religion  ; — would  you  have 
them  all  Protestants,  and  exclude  Catholics  } — all  Epis- 
copalians, and  shut  out  Congregationalists  ? — all  Trinita- 
rians, and  cut  off  Unitarians  ?  Would  vou  take  in 
Baptists,  Methodists,  Quakers,  Universalists,  Mormons, 
Millerites  and  Infidels  ? — Wliy  not  ?  these  sects  are  all 
equally  concerned  in  the  welfare  of  our  common  country, 
and  of  the  human  family,  while  the  world  continues  ; — why 
not  take  them  in,  we  say  ? — Surely  we  take  them  into  all 
other  associations,  whose  purpose  is  not  to  opperate 
against  their  peculiar  religious  notion?  ; — they  are  all 
admitted  on  equal  terms  to  all  the  political  parties,  unless 


the  liberty  party  be  an  exception  ;  possibly  they  may 
require  evangelicali/?/ ;  but  temperance  societies  make 
no  such  distinction,  all  are  welcome  upon  a  common  level 
there ;  then  all  we  can  in  consistency  require  of  persons 
is,  that  they  believe  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  and 
possess  an  inalienable  right  to  their  liberty  ;  and  whether 
they  have  imbibed  that  doctrine  from  the  Bible,  or  from 
the  U.  S.  Constitution,  or  from  reason,  and  the  analogy 
of  things,  is  quite  immaterial  to  us  in  our  associated 
capacity.  If  the  person  has  one  good  reason  for  believing 
it,  it  is  sufficient  to  qualify  him  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
Society. — If  he  has  two,  it  may  satisfy  some  individuals 
better — and  some  one  may  be  still  better  satisfied  with 
three,  or  more  reasons. 

So  when  we  are  beating  up  for  recruits,  we  try  to 
fathom  the  man's  principles  upon  the  brotherhood  of  all 
mankind,  and  his  disposition  to  see  the  true  principle 
carried  out. 

By  perusing  the  following  extract  from  the  log-book 
of  an  Anti-Slavery  (jruizer,  you  will  discover  the  irrele- 
vancy to  the  business  in  hand,  of  certain  Theological  ques- 
tions proposed,  and  you  will  also  be  able  to  designate 
those  answers  which  are  apropos  to  the  business  of  giving 
in  their  various  Anti-Slavery  creeds. 

Cruiser. — Are  you  Orthodox,  Sir  ? 

JS\ighhor. — I  believe  one  man  is  as  good  as  another, 
if  he  behaves  as  well. 

C.  Very  well  Sir,  put   down  your  name. 

Mr.   B.  Do   you  believe  in  one  God  .'' 

Js''.  I  believe  in  one  devil,  if  no  more  ;  for  man  would 
not  have  made  a  beast  of  his  brother,  without  a  sugges- 
tion from  such  a  quarter. 

C.   All  right  :   Sign. 
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Madam,  what  Church  do  you  belong  to  ? 
Madam. — Christ's  ;  and  I  want  to  join  the  Anti-Sla- 
very Society. 

C.  Very  well ;  no  objection- 
Miss,  do  you  wish  to  join  ? 

Miss. — Why,  I  don't  see  why  color  should  make  any 
difference. 

C.   Well,  it  don't ;  write  away. 

Young  man,  did  you  participate  in  the  late  revival  ? 

Young  Man. — We  did  not  have  any  ;  but  I  should 
hke  to  join  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  for  I  think  I  should 
never  enjoy  slavery  for  myself  or  my  friends  ;  and  if  it  is 
not  good  for  us,  it  cannot  be  for  any  body. 

C.   That's  it ;  you'r  down. 

Friend  A.  are  you  going  to  join  the  new  Infidel  Society  ? 

Friend  A. — Yes,  if  they  will  do  the  thing  that's  right 
between  man  and  man. 

C.  Aye  Aye,   Sir,  ;  we'll  take  you. 

Mr.  B.  are  you  going  to  attend  the  convention  for  the 
better  observance  of  the  Sabbath  .'' 

j\lr,  B. — No  ;  our  Sabbath  will  do  very  well  till  the 
negroes  get  a  little.     I  believe  I'll  join  the  fanatics. 

C   Here  Sir  !  here  :  put  your  name  down  there. 

Mrs.  B.  we  want  to  collect  150  dollars  in  this  town 
for  the  American  Bible  Society,  to  put  a  Bible  into  eve- 
ry family  in  the  country  ;  how  much  will  you  give  ? 

Mrs.  B. — My  prayer  to  God  is,  that  all  the  people  of 
this  nation  may  be  permitted  to  have  families  of  their  own, 
and  until  they  are,  I  believe  I  shall  pay  my  money  to 
bring  it  about. 

C.  You  are  a  member. 

Friend  C.  do  your  Universalist  folks  admit  coloured 
people  into  the  mansions  of  the  blessed,  in  the  next  world. 


Friend  C. — \Yell,  I  can't  say — they  make  them  stand 
back  pretty  well  in  this — I  think  I  shall  go  Anti-Slavery 
in  this  world,  and  let  the  next  take  care  of  itself. 

C.   Want  to  join,  Sir? 

Friend  C. — Well,  I  dont  know  ; — got  any  Orthodox 
folks  in  your  Society  ? 

C.  O  yes,  lots  of  'em. 

Friend  C. — Do  they  go  Anti- Slavery  ? 

C.  Yes. 

Friend  C. — No  mistake  ? 

C.  No';  they  got  turned  out  of  the  Church  for  it. 

Friend  C. — O  well,  I'll  join. 

C.  Joseph  D.,  thy  meeting  last  seventh  day  was  very 
quiet  and  solemn. 

Joseph  D. — I  wa'nt  there,  I  went  down  to  hear  Lucre- 
tia. 

(A  strait  collar  enquires,)  Joseph,  hast  thou  joined 
the  confusionists  ? 

Joseph  D. — Nay.  Halo  !  friend,  put  ray  name  on  thy 
paper  ;    I  do   not  like  to  be  too  much  at  ease  in  Zion. 

C  Mr.  E.  we  are  taking  names  to  an  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  would  you  like  to  join  .'' 

Mr.  E. — I  don't  know — let's  see  your  paper — Ortho- 
dox, and  Unitarians,  and  Nothingarians^  and  Free-will 
Baptists,  and  Universalists,  and  Quakers,  and  women  too, 
— well,  you've  got  an  assortment,  no  dispute  about  that. 

C.  No  Sir,  we  want  your  name  to  make  it  out. 

Mr.  E, — Well,  1  don't  think  much  of  such  kind  of 
characters  as  you've  got  on  there  ;  all  religion  and  non- 
sense ;  a  priest  ridden  set.  As  far  as  Anti-Slavery  goes, 
I  go  the  whole  figure.  I  believe  a  man's  a  man,  black 
or  white  ;  and  I  believe  too,  that  this  is  a  nation  of  hypo- 
crites, to  dub  this,  the  land  of  liberty,  and  an  asylum  for 
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the  oppressed,  when  she  upholds  the  most  tyrannical  and 
cruel  system  of  any  nation  on  earth  :  I  go  for  the  over- 
throw of  such  a  government  as  this,  whether  or  no. 

C  Very  well.  Sir,  dont  you  want  help. 

Mr.  E. — Yes  ;  but  I  want  help  that  wont  be  puU'd 
hither  and  thither  by  the  ministers  and  deacons  and 
churches  ;  if  I  thought  there  was  any  dependence  upon 
them,  I  would  join  them. 

C.  Well,  neighbour,  I  think  they  will  work  with  you 
against  Slavery,  but  I  don't  think  they'l  fight  their  own 
Societies. 

Mr.  E. — No  :  well,  that  an't  what  I  want.  I  dqnt 
care  any  thing  about  their  Societies  ;  I  go  by  reason  and 
common  sense  you  know,  and  all  I  want  is  to  have  them 
sland  firm  against  the  principle,  and  the  practice  too. 

C.   Well,  I  think  they  will  do  that  sir. 

Mr.  £.— That's  all  I  ask.     I'll  sign. 

C.  Well,  I'll  go  down  and  see  the  parson's  folks,  and 
from   there  go  to  'Squire  G's. 

Well  Mary,  where's  all  the  folks  .'' 

Mary. — O,  they  are  gone  to  the  meeting. 

C.  What  meeting  ? 
■    Mary. — Why,  over  to  the  North  Parish.     The  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies'  benevolent  association  have  a  meeting 
there  to-day. 

C.  Ah  !  I  had  not  heard  of  it. 

Mary. — Yes,  they  expect  to  have  the  Rev.  Mr.  F., 
agent  of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  Rev.  Mr.  G.,  the 
Missionary  from  Persia,  and  they  expect  to  have  a  very 
interesting  time. 

C.  Yes,  well,  I  call'd  to  see  your  father  about  joining 
our  Anti-Slavery  Society,  do  you  suppose  he  would  join  ? 

Mary. — I'm  sure  I  dont  know. 
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C.  Well,  wont  you  join  ? 

JMary. — No  1  guess  not,  I  dont  know  much  about  it. 

C.  Our's  is  a  benevolent  associnlion  for  doing  away  a 
great  evil ;  we  want  all  the  good  folks  to  join. 

Mary' — Well,  father  says  the  Garrison  folks  are  deter- 
mined to  overthrow  the  Sabbath,  the  Church,  and  the 
ministry. 

C.  O  that's  a  mistake.  All  they  want  to  overthrow  is 
slavery. 

JMary. — Well,  they  have  such  work,  I  should  not  want 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  You  had  a  terrible  time 
at  your  meeting  the  other  evening,  they  say. 

C  Nothing  very  terrible  ;  we  had  a  very  good  meeting. 

JMary. — Why  !  did'nt  some  women  speak  there  ? 

C  Yes  ;  you  dont  call  it  terrible  for  a  woman  to 
speak,  do  you  ? 

JMary. — Yes  J  do,  in  public.  They  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  themselves. 

C.  Well,  do  you  say  you  wont  join  ? 

JMary. — Yes  I  do.    I  would  cut  oft' my  right  hand  tirst. 

C.  Well,  what  do  you  think  about  your  father's  join- 
ing .? 

J\Iary. — Father  says  he'd  rather  Slavery  would  re- 
main, than  to  have  such  crazy  works,  and  confusion  as  is 
going  on  now. 

C.  Very  well,  I'm  off  to  'Squire  D's. 

George  where's  all  your  folks. 

George. — Gone  to  the  North,  the  whole  calabash  of' 
them  ;  they  are  going  to  have  a  grand  time  there  to-day. 
Joe's  gone  over  with  his  trombone,  and  Bixby  will  be 
there  whh  his  double  bass,  and  they'l  make  the  old  chapel 
ring,  I  tell  you  ;  they'l  do  their  prettiest :  There  is  a 
number  of  folks  up  from  Boston  you  know. 
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C  Well  George,  what  say  you  to  joining  our  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  ? 

George — The  devil !  I'd  join  the  Mormons  as  quick. 
What  in  the  name  of  h — 1  do  your  folks  think  of  doing, 
by  trying  to  do  away  the  Sabbath,  and  overthrow  the 
Church,  and  destroy  all  law  and  order  ? 

C.   Then  you  wont  join  ? 

George. — No  !  I'd  see  you  d — d  first.  You  took  in 
that  infidel  the  other  day,  I  understand. 

C.  Well,  what  think  ye  of  your  father  and  mother, 

would  they  join  ? 

George.* — They,  No  ;  they   are  too  good   friends   to 

Parson  F's  family  to  have  any   thing  to   do  with   it.     I 

heard  the  old  man  say  the  other  day,  it  seem'd  to  him  as 

though  all  hell  had  broke  loose. 

C.  Very  well,  I'll  go  on  to  the  Deacon's  :  Know 
whether  he's  t,o  home  ? 

George. — No  I  dont  ;  but  it  will  be  of  no  use  for  you 
to  go  there  ;  he's  too  likely  a  man  to  join  such  a  rabble. 

C.  Well,  I'll  try,   we  want  some  likely  ones. 

Deacon,  I'm  a  committee  to  get  names  to  the  Anti- 
Slavery  constitution  in  this  district,  shall  we  have  your 
name  and  influence  on  our  side  ? 

Deacon. — Well  Sir  ;  you  '11  have  my  influence  on  your 
side  I  trust  ;  and  my  name  too,  if  that  will  do  any  good. 
I've  been  thinking  about  it  this  sometime,  and  'tis  surprising 
to  see  how  determined  the  clergy  are  to  destroy  them- 
selves, and  all  their  best  friends,  as  they  call  them,  lend 
a  helping  hand  ;  and  then  such  great  alarm  about  the 
Church  going  to  pieces,  and  all  that.  My  Bible  says  that 
the  Church  of  the  living  God,  will  withstand  the  attacks 
of  all  its  enemies  and  weather  all  opposition,  and  I  be- 
lieve it ;  I  dont  think  the  gates  of  hell  will  ever  prevail 
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against  the  true  Church,  and  if  Anti-Slavery  principles 
are  going  to  break  it  up,  then  let  it  go  down  ;  I  guess  it 
ought  to.  I'm  a  friend  to  our  minister,  and  I  believe  in 
the  Church,  and  the  divine  appointment  of  the  Sabbath  ; 
but  I  dont  believe  in  the  justice  and  equity  of  making 
slaves  of  our  fellow  men,  black  or  white,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

C.   Well  Sir,   look  at  our  Constitution  if  you  please. 

Deacon. — I  will.  Well  Sir,  I  see  nothing  in  your 
constitution  but  what  I  can  subscribe  to.  You  may  put 
my  name  down  ;  or  rather,  I  will  ; — see,  what's  to  pay  ? 
a  dollar  .'' 

C.  No  Sir,  twenty-five  cents. 

Deacon. — That  all  ?  that's  rather  a  trifling  sum  for  so 
magnificent  an  enterprise. 

C.  True,  but  you  know  the  day  of  small  things  is  not 
to  be  despised.  Deacon  ?  what  do  you  think  of  Dea- 
con K.,  would  he  join  ? 

Deacon. — Well,  I  was  talking  with  him  the  other  day, 
and  he  finds  a  wonderful  sight  of  objections.  You  can't 
get  his  mind  to  bear  upon  the  subject,  for  he  seems  to 
think  that  the  clergy  and  the  church  need  our  sympathies 
more  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  he  is  mighty 
fraid  that  our  religious  meetings  are  to  be  broken  up. 
He  says  it  is  a  political  concern,  and  the  church  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it  :  you  know  he  had  a  distillery  a  few 
years  ago. 

C.  Well  I'll  go  down  and  see  friend  W.,  and  then 
I've  got  through  :  know  whether  he's  at  home  ? 

Deacon. — Yes,  I  was  down  to  his  shop  an  hour  ago, 
and  he  engaged  to  tap  the  parson's  boots  this  afternoon. 
Mr.  C.  told  him  he  liked  pliable  soles. 

C.  Friend  W.  you  going  to  join  our  Society  ? 
2 
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Friend  W.  What,  the  Anti- Slavery  ? 

C.  Yes. 

Friend  W.  Why  I  meant  to  have  gone  down  to  the 
meethig  the  other  night,  and  I  thought  I  should  join,  but 
I  had  to  go  another  way;  what  kind  of  time  did  you 
have  ? 

C.  O,  very  good. 

Friend   W.  Did  you  choose  officers  ? 

C.  Yes. 

Friend   W.  Who  are  they  ? 

C  Oh,  Deacon  M.,  President,  and  Capt.  K.,  Vice 
President,  and  Amos,  Secretary  ;  and  we  put  on  three 
men  and  two  women  for  the  board  of  JNIanagers. 

Friend   W.  Well,  did  they  fall  in  wiih  that  ? 

C.  Yes,  no  objection. 

Friend   W.  Was  black  Sam  there  ? 

C.  Yes,  and  his  wife  too,  and  took  seats  right  in  front 
with  the  rest. 

Friend  W.  How'd  that  work  ? 

C.  O,  well  enough  :  some  of  our  young  folks,  that 
feel  pretty  smart,  tried  to  snicker  a  little,  but  after  E's 
wife  spoke,  it  went  hard  ;  she  put  on  the  damper. 

Friend  W.  Well,  how  did  you  manage  ;  any  Minister 
there  .'' 

C.  Not  a  bit. 

Friend  W.  Any  praying  } 

C.  Yes,  A.  prayed,  very  well. 

Friend  W.  How  did  E.  stand  that  ?  you  know  he 
dont  go  for  praying  ? 

C.  O,  very  well.  E.  made  some  remarks  very  much 
to  the  point,  and  I  understood  that  he  said  to  some  one 
after  meeting,  that  if  people  were  determined  to  pray, 
that  they  ought  to  pray  for  that  object  as  well  as  any 
thing  else. 
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Friend  JV.   Well,  how  did  the  Quakers  appear  ? 

C.  Very  well.  They  seem  to  be  quite  engaged,  and 
take  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject ;  you  know  they  dont 
think  much  of  formal  prayer  ;  but  ihey  made  no  objec- 
tion ;  they  did  not  get  up  in  prayer  time,  nor  did'nt  take 
their  hats  off,  but  that's  a  notion  of  their's  you  know. 

Friend  W.  Was  the  Miller  family  there  ? 

C.  No,  they  think  the  world  is  coming  to  an  end  so 
soon,  that  there  is  no  use  in  doing  any  thing  about  slavery. 

Friend  W.  Was  the  Hopkins  family  there  ? 

C.  No,  I  guess  they  dont  believe  the  world  is  ever 
coming  to  an  end,  and  that  it  will  be  best  to  keep  some 
"  niggers"  to  do  house-work.  They  were  out  visiting 
that  night  to  the  'Squires,  and  the  parson's  folks  were 
there  too,  I  believe. 

Friend  IV.  How  many  prayers  did  you  have  ? 

C.   Only  one,  short  one,  too. 

Friend  W.  Any  singing  ? 

C.   No,  had  no  time  to  sing. 

Friend  W.  And  things  went  off  pretty  well  then  ? 

C.  Yes,  a  very  good  state  of  feeling  indeed,  for  such  a 
motley  company. 

Friend  W.  Get  any  members  that  night  ? 

C.  Yes,  got  five.  That  young  fellow  that  was  took 
into  the  Church  last  fall,  and  Crocker  the  Universalist, 
and  Nancy  H.  the  Methodist,  and  a  likely  young  fellow 
that  lives  off  to  the  north  end  of  the  town,  and  an  oldish 
woman  from  the  poor  house. 

Friend  W.  The  parson  was  down  here  to-day,  and  he 
kind  a  sneer'd  about  that  woman  Jezebel  as  he  call'd 
her,  that  lectur'd  here  last  fall,  but  I  believe  I'll  join  the 
Society  ;  here's  your  quarter.'* 

There,  Sir,  you  have  a  birds-eye  view  of  the  male- 
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rials   of   our  fraternity,    and   Anti-Slavery    Societies  as 
usually  composed. 

These  are  the  minds  which  are  amalsatnated  and  con- 
solidated  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  can  act  in  har- 
mony ;  but  have  no  sympathies,  or  affinity  it  may  be, 
upon  any  other  points  of  theology  or  metaphysics.  Now 
you  propose  to  make  a  bargain  with  this  federal  body. 
Let  us  look  at  your  proposition.  "  I  will  cheerfully  give 
Anti-Slavery  notices,  provided  your  Society  will  give  a 
public  pledge,  and  abide  by  it,  that  your  Society  believe 
in  the  divine  appointment  of  the  Sabbath,  the  ministry, 
and  the  church  organization  as  held  by  this  church  and 
the  general  Association  of  this  State,  and  that  you  dis- 
claim all  fellowship  with,  and  patronage  of  all  individuals, 
societies  and  publications,  adverse  or  prejudicial  to  these 
sacred  institutions,  as  generally  received  by  evangelical 
believers." 

Well,  Sir, — will  you  be  so  good  as  to  inform  us  who 
we  shall  go  to,  in  order  to  find  out  what  our  Society 
believes  upon  these  points.  We  are  inclined  to  think 
that  our  Society  has  no  opinion  upon  them,  nor  does  not 
wish  to  have  an  opinion  upon  them,  and  means  not  to 
have  an  opinion  upon  them,  and  cannot  have  an  opinion 
upon  them  as  a  society,  and  continue  to  exist.  For  any 
opinion  that  you  can  conceive,  would  not  represent  all 
the  minds  there,  and  they  are  not  combined  to  prosecute 
an  enterprise  which  they  are  disagreed  upon.  The  sys- 
tems of  creeds  and  theories  upon  religion  do  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  our  investigations,  any  further  than 
they  conflict  with  the  great  principle  of  human  rights, 
and  then  they  receive  our  censure,  whether  they  be 
orthodox  or  heterodox  creeds  ; — and  no  fan  her  do  we 
pursue  them.     Did  we  do  otherwise,  we  should   have  to 
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agree  upon  some  form  and  give  in  our  adhesion  to  some 
creed,  and  reject  all  applicants  who  did  not  come  up 
to  our  standard,  and  narrow  down  our  operations  to  the 
limits  of  Sectarian  religion.  Our  platform  is  broader 
than  you  imagine.  We  demand  of  every  man  that  he 
guarantee  to  every  other  man,  the  right  to  think  and  act 
and  pursue  his  own  happiness  unmolested. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  you  would  like  to  have  our  Society 
join  your  church ; — if  so,  who  shall  be  sponsor  for  it  ? 
Shall  the  President  or  the  Secretary,  or  the  Board  of 
Managers,  come  into  the  church  and  subscribe  to  the 
creed  above  recited,  and  enter  into  covenant  with  you, 
or  the  church,  that  the  Anti- Slavery  Society  believes  it 
all,  and  that  it  will  walk  as  a  worthy  member  of  your 
church,  and  scrupulously  attend  upon  all  the  ordinances 
of  the  church,  and  faithfully  obey  them  that  have  rule 
over  it  in  the  Lord,  'till  death  shall  coffin  said  Society. 

We  are  inclined  to  believe,  however,  that  your  motive 
m  making  the  proposition,  was  to  get  a  chance  yourself, 
to  perform  the  obsequies  of  the  Society  by  a  shorter  cut. 

If  you  could  get  a  portion,  who  are  individually  mem- 
bers of  your  church,  to  consent  that  it  was  a  reasonable 
proposition,  you  would  then  offend  their  associates  and 
thereby  send  back  to  chaos  a  Society  which,  of  all  things 
in  the  world  presented  the  most  hideous  visage  to  evan- 
gelical believers. 

There  is  another  section  in  your  list  of  conditions, 
which  will  be  considered  more  properly  under  another 
and  separate  head.  It  is  as  follows  :  "  That  you  disap- 
prove of,  and  will  not  repeat  the  interruptions  and  insults 
to  which  I  have  been  subject  in  the  house  of  God,  and' 
allow  me  the  liberty  of  discharging  a  free  conscience  in 
my  personal  and  official  duties  without  being  reproached 
or  condemned."  2* 
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Now,  perhaps  our  Society  is  competent  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment upon  the  question  whether  or  no  you  have  been 
insulted  by  individuals  of  our  Society,  in  discharging 
duties  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  and  to  signify  their  disap- 
probation as  to  the  course  pursued,  if  it  shall  appear  to 
them  to  be  the  case. 

We  have  not  consulted  our  Society  upon  this  subject, 
nor  received  instructions  thereon.    But  instead  of  making 
it  a   court   to   adjudicate   upon   this   case,  we  prefer  to 
make  a  court   of  your  church  and    Society,  and   lay  the 
facts  before  them,  to  dispose   of  them  as  they  may  deem 
to  their  advantage.      Soon  after  your  settlement  here,  at 
the  close  of  the   exercises  on  the  Sabbath,  you  notified 
the  church  that  a  meeting  of  the  church  would  be  held 
during   the    week    foK  business.      After    you    had    pro- 
nounced  the   benediction,    the    Secretary    of  the    Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  who  was  then  a  member  of  the  church, 
gave  pubhc  notice  that  at  the  church  meeting  just  notified, 
he  should   propose  the   adoption  of  a  form  of  invitation 
to  be  given  by  the  pastor  to  members  of  other  churches, 
temporarily   with    ij,s    at   communion    seasons.      To  this 
proceeding  you  took  exception,  and  notified  the  member 
that  the  liberty  which  he  took  to  give  a  notice  after  the 
close  of  the  meeting  was  disorderly  and  an  infringement 
of  your  rights.     The  member  replied   that  he   did  not 
acquiesce  in  your  decision   that  it  was  disorderly,  or  an 
infringement  of  any  bodies'  rights,  but  that  it  was  a  mere 
accident  in  not  handing  you  the  notice  to  give.      That 
he   had    repeatedly  given   notices   at    that    time  without 
any  compunctions  of  conscience,  or   condemnation  from 
*the   occupant  of  the  pulpit;    That  if  you    claimed   the 
right  to  give  all  the  notices,  you   might  have   the  privi- 
lege  as  far  as  he  was  concerned.     But  a  few  Sabbaths 
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elapsed,  before  the  same  individual  put  into  your  hands 
a  notice  to  the  church,  requesting  you  to  communicate  it 
that  day.  It  was  a  notice  of  serious  importance  to  the 
individual,  and  to  the  church. 

You  gave  other  notices  and  neglected  to  give  the  one 
alluded  to.  After  you  had  pronounced  the  benediction, 
the  person  referred  to,  called  upon  the  congregation  to 
hear  the  notice  which  he  would  read.  Your  congrega- 
tion well  know  what  followed  ;  but,  for  the  information 
of  others  into  whose  hands  this  correspondence  may  fall, 
we  w^ill  state,  that  you  simultaneously  with  his  attempt  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  assembly,  pronounced  him  out 
of  order  and  commanded  him  to  desist,  and  upon  his 
non-compliance  with  your  mandate,  you  called  vocifer- 
ously for  the  Parish  Officers  to  preserve  order,  and  again 
commanded  silence  and  pronounced  him  disorderly  and 
a  disturber  of  public  worship.  But  aftei-  an  unavailing 
effort  to  command  him  into  silence,  or  to  crowd  him  off 
his  stand — and  after  frightening  one  half  the  assembly  out 
of  their  wits  and  out  of  the  house,  you  called  upon  the 
other  half,  to  follow  you  out  like  obedient  children,  in- 
tending, if  in  your  power,  to  defeat  the  possibility  of  com- 
municating the  notice. 

So  much  for  the  commencement  of  your  troubles 
about  giving  notices,  with  which  the  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety has  no  more  connection  or  concern  than  the  Bank 
of  England  has. 

Now  come  Anti-Slavery  Notices.  The  Sabbath  fol- 
lowing the  one  alluded  to,  was  the  regular  time  for  a 
monthly  Anti-Slavery  prayer  meeting,  which  had  been 
held  regularly  for  four  years  or  more,  and  always  notified 
by  your  predecessor  from  the  pulpit,  and  by  yourself,  up 
to  the  present  time. 
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The  notice  was  given  to  you  as  usual,  and  you  took 
it,  and  kept  it,  and  neglected  to  give  it,  and  appointed  a 
meeting  of  your  own  for  the  same  object  professedly,  at 
an  earlier  hour — whereupon,  after  you  had  concluded  the 
benediction,  the  Secretary  gave  public  notice  of  the 
regular  meeting.  And  from  that  day  to  the  present,  the 
notices  to  be  given  for  our  Society,  have  been  invariably 
given  to  you,  and  you  have  accepted  them  and  pocketed 
them,  and  invariably  neglected  to  give  them,  and  some 
one  else  has  as  invariably  given  them  after  the  complete 
conclusion  of  the  services  of  the  day,  until  two  weeks 
since,  the  individual  who  had  charge  of  the  notice,  varied 
the  transaction  so  much  as  to  give  the  notice  after  you 
had  given  your  notices,  and  before  you  pronounced  the 
benediction,  and  stated  as  his  reason  for  so  doing,  that 
he  considered  it  the  proper  time  for  giving  notices,  and 
that  he  performed  the  duty  in  consequence  of  your  neg- 
lect to  give  it.  The  following  Sabbath  the  same  indi- 
vidual gave  a  noiice  for  the  Society  under  the  same 
circumstances  ;  having  given  you  one,  and  you  neglecting 
to  give  it,  he  took  the  same  lime  as  before,  and  without 
explanation  repeated  it,  and  you,  well  knowing  that  such 
a  notice  would  be  given,  and  the  best  of  reasons  for  sup- 
posing, at  the  same  time  you  gave  yours  ;  and  you  used 
your  best  endeavors  to  frustrate  the  plan,  and  to  pro- 
duce confusion  and  dissatisfaction  in  the  assembly,  by 
the  speedy  application  of  a  rich  benediction. 

And  now  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  will  please  to 
decide  who  has  been  interrupted,  who  has  been  insulted, 
whose  liberty  of  discharging  a  free  conscience  has  been 
intercepted,  and  who  is  worthy  of  reproach  and  condem- 
nation in  this  matter.  If  you  give  a  verdict  for  the  , 
plaintifi'  you  will   recollect  that  vou  not   onlv  confer  the 
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privilege  whicli  your  pastor  demanded  of  giving  all 
notices,  but  also  the  privilege  of  suppressing  all  notices, 
which  his  fancy  or  his  caprice  may  dictate — You  will 
also  recollect  that  your  minister  has  never  complained  of 
any  impropriety  contained  in  the  notices  to  be  given — that 
he  has  demanded  the  right  to  give  them — thai  the  right 
has  been  acceded  to  him — that  he  has  refused  to  give 
the  notices,  and  used  his  endeavors  to  prevent  their  being 
given  at  all,  and  now  complains  of  being  restrained  in  his 
personal  liberty,  and  of  being  insulted  and  condemned. 
An  impression  has  some  how  obtained  among  the  particu- 
lar admirers  of  your  pastor's  course,  that  the  necessity  for 
a  verbal  notice  being  given,  is  superseded  entirely  by  the 
fact  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  posts  up  written 
notices  of  the  same  meeting.  But  whence  the  objection 
of  any  individual  to  have  a  notice  both  posted  and 
read  ?  Is  it  because  they  are  unwilling  to  give  the  Anti- 
Slavery  friends  more  favors  than  they  accord  to  other 
objects  ?  Nay,  but  because  they  are  unwilling  to  give 
them  the  same.  How  many  times  have  Mountebank 
Lecturers  posted  up  notices  of  some  ignis-fatuus  exhi- 
bition throughout  the  village,  and  distributed  their  pro- 
gramme in  every  slip  in  "  Gods  house,"  and  then  had 
notice  of  the  exhibition  given  from-  the  pulpit,  accompa- 
nied by  a  "  cordial  recommendation,"  and  the  price  of 
admission  pronounced  very  trifling  compared  with  the 
information  to  be  obtained.  And  where  were  these 
croakers  then,  that  they  did  not  discover  the  impropriety 
of  having  their  minister  belabour  his  audience  upon  a 
subject  known  to  every  child  in  the  house  and  "  dese- 
crate the  day"  too,  by  talking  about  ninepences. 

Be    it   known   to  our   good  friends   that   we   have  a 
shorter  reason  to  give  why  such  notice  should  be  given 
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in  the  ears  of  all  the  people,  than  the  above.  It  is  this  ; 
the  mere  fact  that  any  man,  Saint  or  sinner,  tall  or  short, 
says  that  an  Anti-Slavery  notice  shall  not  be  given,  or 
shall  be  in  any  measure  interdicted  and  turned  out  of  the 
usual  channel  for  notices  of  convocations  of  a  similar 
kind,  is  a  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  such  notice 
should  be  given.  Being  gagged  or  muffled  in  this  case, 
is  needlessly  submitting  to  a  most  tyrannical  despotism  ; 
and  those  who  fight  against  slavery,  have  no  right  to  sub- 
mit needlessly,  to  any  thing  that  savours  of  Slavery. 
But  we  ought  perhaps.  Sir,  to  beg  your  pardon  for  tak- 
ing the  liberty  to  discourse  to  your  customers  in  this  let- 
ter ;  we  will  stop,  and  resume  the  examination  of  the 
proposals  contained  in  your  letter. 

Another  proposition  is  very  modestly  tendered  to  our 
Society,  and  quite  as  significant  as  the  former,  and  for 
ought  we  see,  is  quite  as  appropriate  a  response  to  our 
invitation  to  you,  to  hold  a  consultation  with  the  Board  of 
Managers.  But  we  have  proposed  to  take  issue  upon 
the  contents  of  your  letter,  and  so  we  will. 

The  concluding  proposition  reads  as  follows  ;  "  I  will 
be  happy  to  attend  your  Anti-Slavery  concert  of  prayer 
on  the  last  Sabbath  in  each  month,  as  they  were  formerly 
conducted,  i.  e.  the  exercises  shall  be  purely  religious, 
consisting  of  prayer,  singing  and  exhortation,  W'ith  free 
remarks  touching  the  moral  and  religious  evils  of  Slavery 
mainly,  under  the  direction  of  the  pastor." 

You  have  a  perfect  right  to  send  in  your  proposals 
upon  what  terms  you  will  give  notices  for  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  and  also  upon  what  terms  you  will  at- 
tend their  concert  of  prayer  meeting,  and  preside  over 
their  deliberations.  You  have  the  same  right  to  do  it 
for  ought  we  can  see,  that  you  would  have  to  pronoco  to 
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the  Whig  or  Democratic  parties,  that  you  will  cheerfully 
give  notice  to  the  religious  congregations  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  the  suitable  time  for  them  to  convene  in 
their  respective  places  of  worship  in  the  spring  of  the  year, 
and  hold  a  fast  according  to  old  and  established  usage. 

And  that  you  will  also  notify  the  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth of  a  suitable  time  in  the  autumn  to  celebrate 
the  long  established  and  welcome  feast  called  Thanks- 
giving, provided,  your  party  will  give  a  public  pledge  and 
abide  by  it  that  your  party  believe  in  the  divine  appoint- 
ment of  the  Sabbath,  the  ministry ,  and  the  church  organi- 
zation as  held  by  this  (your)  church,  and  the  general 
Association  of  this  State  ;  and  that  you  disclaim  all  fel- 
lowship with,  and  patronage  of,  all  individuals,  societies 
and  publications,  adverse  or  prejudicial  to  these  sacred 
institutions  as  generally  received  by  Evangelical  be- 
lievers. And  I  will  be  happy  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
your  party  if  they  are  conducted  with  suitable  religious 
exercises,  under  my  direction.  In  fine,  if  you  have  a 
mind  to  take  the  hint,  I  have  no  objections  to  being  the 
Democratic,  Whig,  and  Liberty  party  Governor  of  the 
State,  and  give  all  notices  by  issuing  my  proclamations." 

But,  Sir,  if  you  wish  to  be  chief  engineer  of  our  com- 
pany, we  apprehend  our  Society  will  want  you  to  ex- 
plain your  motives  in  prefacing  your  proposition  to  take 
the  direction  of  our  affairs,  with  such  a  long  list  of 
dark  insinuations  against  the  present  manner  of  conduct- 
ing our  meetings.  Any  one  would  be  justified  in  infering 
from  your  statement,  that  our  meetings  were  not  "purely 
religious,"  and  that  they  did  not  "  consist  mainly  of 
prayer,  singing  and  exhortation  with  free  remarks  touch- 
ing the  moral  and  religious  evils  of  Slavery.  It  would 
require  a  pretty  stiff  pen,  to  be  sure,  and  a  strong  nerve 
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to  wield  it,  to  sit  down  and  write  legibly,  to  a  society 
upon  whom  you  had  heaped  outrage  upon  insult,  "  that 
you  would  be  happy  to  take  direction  of  their  meetings." 
It  would  require  some  preliminaries  to  make  it  go  off 
well — to  wash  it  down.  But  will  it  go  down  any  better 
because  accompanied  with  false  and  malicious  slander  ? 
time  will  tell. 

The  exercises  of  our  meetings  are  purely  religious 
throughout,  and  always  have  been.  They  have  always 
been  free  meetings  and  we  trust  they  always  will  be. 
That  they  always  will  be  while  they  continue  to  be  Anti- 
Slavery  meetings,  we  know.  But  if  any  one  should 
chance  to  get  control  of  the  chair,  having  your  present 
state  of  mind,  it  would  be  "yours  for  the  Slave"  with 
a  vengeance.  We  are  loo  well  acquainted  with  your 
proficiency  in  "  parliamentary"  discipline  in  i/owr  "  purely 
religious  meetings"  to  risk  ourselves  in  a  place  where 
our  papers  are  liable  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  our 
persons  put  under  it.  That  "sit  down  Sir,"  and  "take 
your  seat  Sir,"  are  somewhat  too  familiar  to  our  ears, 
to  have  our  minds  very  much  dazzled  with  your  "  purely 
religious"  and  "evangelical"  flourishes. 

We  very  well  know,  that  a  Iholy  horror,  of  your  be- 
getting, exists  in  this  community,  that  members  of  our 
Society  should  think  and  speak  somewhat  lightly  of 
those  who  "love  to  pray  standing  in  the  synagogues," 
but  who  "  bind  heavy  burdens  and  grievous  to  be  borne, 
and  lay  them  on  mens'  shoulders,  but  they  themselves 
will  not  move  them  with  one  of  their  fingers."  That 
our  Society  itself  should  be  a  little  scrupulous  about 
using  very  freely  that  cheap  commodity  is  not  at  all  sur- 
prising, after  going  through  the  experience  which  many 
of  its  members  have. 
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But  that  our  Concert  meeting  is  specifically  a  prayer 
meeting,  none  will  question,  or  deny,  but  such  as  strain  at 
gnats, — if  their  minister  makes  the  signal — and  swallow 
camels  when  he  gives  the  word  of  command.  Praying 
people  are  expected  to  attend  them  without  invitation  ; 
but  in  common  with  all  others,  they  are  notified  and 
invited  with  both  written  and  verbal  notices,  even  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  greatest  sticklers  for  praying,  under  your 
command.  When  they  get  there,  they  are  solicited  to 
use  the  utmost  freedom  in  that  performance  of  devo- 
tion.— Unlike  your  opposition  prayer  meetings,  a  certain 
few  are  not  designated  to  lead  in  that  exercise,  who  will 
pray  to  order  :  but  all  are  invited,  and  especially  those 
who  delight  in  prayer.  Unlike  your  meetings  too  with 
respect  to  remarks  and  exhortations,  are  ours.  No  per- 
son there,  is  permitted  to  monopolize  that  privilege. 
You  know  it  Sir  ;  You  have  tried  that  vourself.  No 
remark  has  ever  been  made  in  our  meeting,  which  could 
be  decently  tortured  into  an  intimation  that  we  repu- 
diated prayer,  that  we  disapproved  prayer,  that  we  did 
not  cordially  welcome  the  most  pharisaical  minister  or 
layman  to  a  full  and  free  participation  in  the  exercises  of 
our  devotions  and  all  the  transactions  of  the  meeting. 
The  doors  of  our  meeting  have  always  been  thrown  open 
to  you  and  to  all  others.  You  have  been  there  and 
assumed  the  direction  of  the  meeting,  with  the  hearty  con- 
currence of  the  members,  and  would  have  been  welcome 
to  the  "  highest  seat"  there,  to  this  day,  and  more  than 
due  defFerence  would  have  been  paid  to  the  prerogatives 
of  your  office,  and  the  prejudices  of  Society.  But  you 
could  not  breathe  the  atmosphere  of  a  free  meeting.  You 
abandoned  it,  and  cursed  it.  Your  blessing  has  never 
been  upon  it  ;  but  all  the  artillery  of  your  legion  has 


26 

been  made  to  bear  against  it.  You  have  taken  unwearied 
pains  to  execrate  our  practice  of  taking  up  a  contribution 
on  Sabbath  evening,  to  promote  Anti-Slavery  principles, 
and  send  Missionaries  into  the  field,  as  a  violation  of  holy 
time.  And  no  less  a  stumbling  stone  to  you  has  it  been, 
that  the  officers  of  our  Society  have  respectively  taken 
their  proper  places  on  the  last  Sabbath  evening  of  each 
month,  and  the  Society  has  not  only  been  prepared  to 
offer  up  her  prayers,  and  pour  out  her  alms,  but  to  do  such 
work  as  the  exigencies  of  the  cause  demanded.  We 
have  chosen  committees  to  circulate  petitions,  and 
obtain  names  to  send  to  Congress,  and  to  the  Mass.  Leg- 
islature to  repeal  bad  laws  abridging  the  rights  and  the 
happiness  of  our  coloured  bretliren,  and  to  make  better 
ones. 

We  have  chosen  delegates  to  represent  our  Society  in 
the  meetings  of  other  kindred  Societies  ;  and  when  we 
learn  that  a  sheep  is  better  than  a  man,  then  shall  we  be 
able  to  comprehend  wherein  we  have  desecrated  God's 
holy  day  by  so  doing.  Then  too,  shall  we  be  satisfied 
that  Jesus  Christ  was  beside  himself  when  he  was  indig- 
nantly rebuked  by  a  certain  character  for  desecrating 
holy  time  by  doing  a  deed  of  mercy,  and  he  replied, 
"  Thou  hypocrite,  doth  not  each  one  of  you  on  the  Sab- 
bath, loose  his  ox  or  his  ass  from  the  stall  and  lead  him 
away  to  the  watering  .''  and  ought  not  this  woman,  being 
a  daughter  of  Abraham,  whom  Satan  hath  bound,  lo  ! 
these  eighteen  years,  be  loosed  from  this  bond  on  the 
Sabbath  day  ?"  And  is  it  a  thing  of  no  consequence 
with  you  and  your  friends  that  a  mighty  host  of  more 
tiian  twenty-five  hundred  thousand  men  and  women, 
bearing  the  same  relation  to  you  which  that  daughter  of 
Abraham  bore  to  the  ruler  of  the   Jewish  Synagogue, 
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should  be  loosed  from  n  far  more  grievous  bondage  under 
which    Satan  hath  bound   them  for  a  much  greater  length 
of  time.     Or   is   your  religion  so  pure,   that  you   would 
have  it   done,  save  on   the   best  day  of  the  seven, — that 
day,    consecrated    to    the   essential    worship    of  God — 
Then  why  might  we  not  expect  to  see  you  on  other  days 
which  you   have  not   consecrated  to  so   holy  purposes, 
projecting  plans  and  carrying  them  into  execution  for  the 
relief  of   these  brethren  ?  Ah  !    Why  ? — But  how  is  it 
that  you   are  enabled  to   excite   the   indignation  of  your 
disciples  against  the  proceedings  of  our  Society,  when  it 
is  so  common  for  you  in  your  Society  capacity  to  do  the 
very  same   things   which  you  condemn  in  us.     Do  you 
not  take  up   subscriptions  and   contributions  on   the  Sab- 
bath to  support  Missionaries,  to  publish   tracts,  to  assist 
feeble   churches,   to    build    meeting-houses,   and  school- 
houses,  to  put  down  Popery  and  put  up  Orthodoxy,  and 
numerous  other  things,  and  take  the  money  on  the  spot  .'' 
And  if  they  do  not  pay  down,  you  are  very  likely  to  dun 
them  on  the  next  Lords'  day.  You  also  appoint  committees 
on  the  Sabbath  to  go  round   town  on  week  days,  and   do 
the  same  thing.     You    put   yourself  in    president  of  the 
meeting,  and  call  for  a  nomination  of  delegates  to   go  to 
ordinations   and   associations  and   conferences  and  con- 
ventions, and  you  call  upon  your  people  to  vote,  right  on 
the  spot,  Sunday.      And  moreover,  you  yourself  conclude 
a  contract  with  your  Society,  and   close  a   bargain  that 
you   will  work   for  them   for  an  uncertain   time,  for  the 
sum  of  Seven  Hundred  Dollars  per  annim),  reserving  to 
yours^elf  the  necessary  time  for  relaxation,  travelling,  and 
visiting.      And  are  your  people  so  goggle-eyed,  that  they 
cannot  see  that  there  is  no  difference  in  these  things,  and 
those  which  you  are  disposed  to    make  very  criminal  in 
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the  Ami-Slavery  Society  ?  And  are  you  not  Sir,  a 
patron,  if  not  a  member  of  the  American  Bible  Society  ? 
If  we  are  not  mistaken,  you  have  introduced  into  your 
pulpit  within  a  very  iew  months,  an  Agent,  and  Sohcitor 
for  that  Society,  who  is  a  very  tall  man  too,  and  has  a 
very  large  mouth,  and  very  strong  lungs,  and  pours  out 
a  cataract  of  caution  and  insinuations  against  certain 
interlopers,  and  disorganizing  doctrines  which  are  abroad 
in  the  world.  Who  is  very  eloquent  in  his  commen- 
dations of  the  Bible  ;  and  who  endorses  your  declaration 
that  the  decision  of  the  Church  in  West  Brookfield, 
under  your  charge  and  direction  is  the  "  voice  of  God," 
be  that  decision  right  or  wrong  ;  and  that  as  such,  all 
persons  are  bound  to  submit  and  obey. 

Now,  for  the  novelty  of  it,  let  us  compare  the  opera- 
tions and  doings  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  with 
the  doings  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  which 
is  kindred  to  our  own.  The  American  Bible  Society  is 
composed  of  a  variety  of  denominations  of  Christians, 
and  some  denominations,  whom  your  Church  have  de- 
cided are  not  Christians,  (and  which  decision,  according 
to  your  theory,  is  ratified  in  heaven,)  for  the  single 
purpose  of  propagating  the  scriptures  of  the  old  and  new 
Testament.  Their  platform  is  broad,  but  not  so  broad 
as  that  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  for  the  reason  that 
their  members  have  to  be  agreed  about  a  book,  whereas 
the  x\nti-Slavery  Society  have  to  be  agreed  upon  one 
principle  only,  which  happens  to  be  contained  in  that 
book  ;  and  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  may  therefore 
include  all  the  members  of  the  Bible  Society,  and  many 
others  who  do  not  agree  with  them  about  the  book  ; — 
consequently  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  may  be  com- 
posed of  a   greater  variety  of  conflicting  opinions,  than 
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the  Bible  Society  is.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Bible 
kSociety,  we  are  informed,  no  prayer  is  heard  ;  no  one  is 
invited  to  pray  ;  and  no  one  would  be  permitted  to  pray. 
The  members  arc  disagreed  about  prayer  ; — some  de- 
nominations discard  formal  prayer  ;  others  discard  extem- 
poraneous prayer,  and  others  discard  written  prayers  ; 
and  the  object  of  the  Society  is  to  spread  the  Bible  uni- 
versally before  the  people  to  read  for  themselves  and 
settle  that  point  with  their  own  consciences  ;  therefore 
to  attempt  to  settle  that  point  in  the  Society,  would  blow 
it  to  fragments,  and  they  resolve,  not  to  tolerate  any 
prayer  in  their  public  meetings.  Not  so  with  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society.  Although  composed  of  a  greater  va- 
riety of  conflicting  opinions,  they  consent  to  tolerate  all 
kinds  of  prayer,  and  therefore  they  invite  all  jiersons  so 
disposed,  to  pray,  without  any  stipulations  of  what  kind 
of  prayer  it  shall  be — and  individuals  do  pray,  and 
different  denominations  do  pray  ;  and  if  all  denominations 
do  not,  it  is  their  own  fault,  they  are  all  free  to  ;  for  the 
invitation  is  extended  to  all.  And  are  you  the  man  to 
come  out  of  the  Bible  Society  meeting,  and  go  into  the 
Anti-Slavery  meeting  and  charge  them  with  being  a 
prayerless  band  .'' 

This  is  an  unvarnished  statement  of  facts.  And 
if  you  can  make  your  friends  swallow  down  such 
absurdities  as  this  epistle  develops  of  your  proceed- 
ings, well  may  you  be  countenanced  and  sustained  by  the 
wondering  multitude,  who  in  all  probability  take  you  for 
a  miracle  worker.  Your  suggestion  to  meet  the  officers 
of  our  Society,  to  consult  about  giving  notices,  was  re- 
ceived and  entertained  in  the  spirit  inculcated  by  our 
beloved  brother  Paul;  that  "the  servant  of  the  Lord 
must  not  strive  ;  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men,  apt  to  teach, 
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patient  in  meekness,  instructing  those  that  oppose  them- 
selves ;  if  God  peradventure  will  give  them  repentance 
to  the  acknowledlng  of  the  truth." 

And  in  full  view  of  this  injunction  supported  by  other 
counsels  of  the  same  Apostle  to  be  "  stedfast,  unmovea- 
ble,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,"  we  make 
this  rejoinder. 

We  feel  at  perfect  liberty  to  say  to  you  that  whenever 
it  is  more  agreeable  to  you  to  read  the  notices  of  our 
meetings  in  your  Church,  than  to  have  them  read  from 
other  quarters,  we  feel  authorized  to  say,  that  you  can 
have  the  privilege,  without,  however,  our  acceding  to 
any  conditions,  or  stipulations,  binding  the  faith  of  our 
members  to  evangelical,  or  unevangelical  creeds,  or  tram- 
elling  the  proceedings  of  our  Society,  in  any  manner 
whatever. 

We  are  unconscious  of  ever  having  insulted  you,  or 
interrupted  you,  in  the  discharge  of  your  pastoral  duties, 
or  any  other.  That  we  rebuke  you  openly  for  your  de- 
cided opposition  to  the  friends  of  humanity,  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  the  sympathies  of  all  good  men  in  behalf 
of  the  oppressed, — and  for  your  unauthorized  assumption 
of  power  to  "  lord  it  over  God's  heritage,"  this  letter 
b  caret h  witness. 

The  doors  of  our  meeting,  we  trust,  will  continue  ever 
to  be  open  to  those  who  are  moved  by  the  spirit  that  was 
in  Jesus  Christ,  to  enter  them,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
distrust  our  motives  and  who  traduce  our  measures.  To 
bestow  upon  you  the  power  to  take  direction  of  our 
meetings,  and  determine  upon  the  exercises  and  the  man- 
ner thereof,  is  not  ours  to  grant.  We  supplicate  wisdom 
to  direct  us  in  our  proceedings  from  a  higher  source  ;  and 
we  reject  not  the  testimony   of  the  meanest  intellect  in 


31 


our  company,  and  avail  ourselves  of  the  assistance  of  all. 
Tliat  you  shnll  be  welcome  there,  we  can  assure  you. 
And  that  you  shall  be  treated  with  christian  courtesy, 
and  brotherly  affection,  demanded  by  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  we  can  confidently  guarantee  to  you. 

With  these  assurances,  we  subscribe  ourselves  yours, 
strong  in  the  faith,  of  the  efficacy  of  Anti- Slavery  prin- 
ciples and  measures,  to  redeem  this  world  from  much  of 
the  pain,  and  sorrow,  and  misery  which  now  pollute  it, 
in  consequence  of  man's  subjection  to  physical  and  men- 
tal bondage. 

JOSIAH  HENSHAW, 

WILLIAM  SPOONER, 

ISRAEL  PARKER, 
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GALEN  ROSS. 
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